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	Week 5
3 lessons

	Outline of unit
Learners engage with the narrative of Beowulf. There are opportunities to analyse sections of text as part of the experience of piecing the whole story together. As the unit continues, it builds up a picture of ‘the hero warrior, Beowulf’ through looking closely at the writer’s use of language and its intended effects. In Week 5, learners bring to bear their knowledge of the writer’s craft to compose their own short ‘lost fragment’ of the Beowulf Saga.
Learners keep a log of events and character information, building up a treasury of descriptive words, phrases and techniques.

	Speaking and Listening 1.2 Understanding and responding to what speakers say in formal and informal contexts;
Reading 5.1 Developing and adapting active reading skills and strategies
Section to be studied: Beowulf’s reputation and arrival.
Activities: 

Pupils’ views and prior knowledge about Beowulf are gathered and a hypothesis is formed. 

Learners make notes and draw first conclusions about Beowulf, using the information they have so far

Finally, learners are shown the video clip of Beowulf’s arrival. They are asked to explore how Beowulf is portrayed in the film version. Learners draw more complete conclusions about Beowulf through discussion and close reading of the fragments of text, film clips and posters.

The result of the group’s impression of Beowulf is recorded as a role on the wall interactive display with the words taken from the text within the outline of the character and views and opinions presented outside the character.

Notes taken at this point will be helpful reminders of what has been learned and experienced so far.


	Speaking and Listening 4.1 Using different dramatic approaches to explore ideas, texts and issues; Reading 6.1 Relating texts to the social, historical and cultural contexts in which they were written
Section to be studied: Beowulf’s reception at Heorot and the fight with Grendel.
Activities:

Learners are grouped in pairs – Beowulf and Hrothgar, Unferth and Beowulf. Close reading and reading aloud of the sections of text follows, then forum theatre

Learners concentrate on exploring the possible meanings through expression, gesture, stance and emphasis.

Pupils read the details of the fight with Grendel, making a storyboard of the events described and adding detail.

Shared Reading, comparing the details as described with the details as Beowulf relates them. Chart or highlight the description of Grendel’s behaviours in the narrator’s version of the events versus Beowulf’s words which tend to tell his own heroic story (including boasting of what he would have done).

Exploration of Beowulf’s heroism. Extract the adverbial phrases and the active verbs from the text. 

How has the writer used careful choices of words to get subtle meaning across? Pupils explore what this tells us about the intended effect on the reader?
	Reading 6.1 Relating texts to the social, historical and cultural contexts in which they were written; 
Reading 6.2 Analysing how writers’ use of linguistic and literary features shapes and influences meaning; Speaking and Listening 2.2 Using and adapting the conventions and forms of spoken text
Section to be studied: Avenging the Sea-Hag, (following her attack on the Great Hall) and Beowulf’s heroic victory, both from The Legend of a Hero Beowulf)
In this version of the narrative (The Legend of a Hero Beowulf), the story is told from Beowulf’s perspective.

The story is paraphrased and the effect is dramatic and fast-paced.

Activities:

Guided Reading of the section, including the illustrations.
Reconstruct the account of Beowulf’s attack on the Sea-Hag’s lair (from fragments of text).
Retelling the story of the Sea – Hag’s death using different versions of the story.
Learners prepare a retelling of the event, using the techniques they have observed in the texts.

Learners consider the options open to the director and make their own judgements about the most effective way of having an impact on the audience.

Individually, learners design a storyboard for the scene in which Beowulf confronts Grendel’s mother.

In pairs, they justify their directorial decisions and explain the intended effect, considering the different audiences and effects in the versions of the text.

	Reading 5.1 Developing and adapting active reading skills and strategies;

Reading 6.3 Analysing writers’ use of organisation, structure, layout and presentation
Section to be studied: Beowulf and the Fire-Dragon.
This is a substantial piece of reading which will need to be broken down into smaller chunks:

Activities: 

Shared Reading of the story of the dragon.

Look at how the story tells of Beowulf remembering his valour and prowess eg. in the ‘flashback’ which tells us how Beowulf rose to be king. Learners note examples of the descriptions of bravery and honour.
Gather the descriptions of the dragon. Note these down alongside the implied meaning.
Learners gather descriptive words, phrases and metaphors for their own use in recounting an heroic tale.
Consider the dragon as a literary device; an archetype or metaphor. 
Explore the dragon as a symbol of a powerful, elemental force of nature, an ancient fear, an embattled and dying way of life (he is the ‘last of his kind’) or as an embodiment of evil (The ‘Evil One’).
Adopting a different perspective and purpose for writing, retell the story of the battle between Beowulf and the treasure-guarding Dragon.
	Reading 6.1 Relating texts to the social, historical and cultural contexts in which they were written; 
Reading 6.3 Analysing writers’ use of organisation, structure, layout and presentation;

Writing 7.1 Generating ideas, planning and drafting, 7.2 Using and adapting the conventions and forms on paper and on screen; 
Section to be studied:
Beowulf’s final speech.

Activities: 
Adding another episode to the Beowulf saga in keeping with the style of the original.

Creating a dramatic retelling of the additional episode.
Discussing our views on Beowulf and deciding on how we see him. Comparing how we see the hero as a modern audience with how a 7th Century reader or listener would judge the character. 
Look for a familiar pattern that can be anticipated by the audience.
Consider where an additional episode could be added.

Explore the ‘ingredients’ or elements present in the existing episodes, using this as a way of guiding the composition of a ‘new episode’ that is in keeping with the style of the original. (using the Sequence for Teaching Writing)

Revisit the ‘treasure hoard’ of exceptional words, phrases, techniques and ideas that has been built up through the reading of the narrative
Write and perform the speech Beowulf might give describing his victory over this new foe.



	Personalising this unit:

	All learners should understand, describe, select or retrieve information from the text and use quotation and reference to text.
Some pupils may need additional support to access the text fragments. Pairs work done in advance of class discussion can help facilitate greater confidence.
Charts representing the sources (such as QuADS) could be used to support all learners to weigh up the information.
	Guided Reading group work during the close reading of the speeches by Beowulf, Hrothgar and Unferth, supporting pupils who may find the text daunting.
Support of learners through demonstration of the process of locating adverbial phrases and active verbs in a text. This could be demonstrated to the whole class or to a selected group of pupils.
	Through direct teaching –

Support learners to understand the difference between the use of First and Third Person and to appreciate the effect of choosing to write from one of these viewpoints. This could be explained in terms of ‘advantages and disadvantages’ of using each viewpoint as well as exploring the ‘voice’ of the text and how this relates to oral tradition. 
Support understanding of Direct and Reported Speech and the possible effect on the reader.
	Offer a story trajectory for learners to use as a frame for their own narrative.
Set relevant objectives for learners working towards Level 1, 2 and 3 as well as objectives for learners working within the expected range.
Support by –

Discussing the choice of First or Third Person and how this creates opportunities to influence the reader’s response;

Demonstrating how to incorporate some of the treasure hoard of words through Shared Writing. 
	Guided Reading of Beowulf’s speech about himself and his achievements could include watching how this is portrayed in a DVD version. Beowulf’s explanation of the swimming race is ideal, as is his retelling of the fight with Grendel, in which he pitches himself in a more heroic and less terrified light.
Guided Writing – demonstrating the use of ‘hoarded’ words and phrases, prompting pupils to extend and challenge themselves and each other as they write.

	Assessing the learning outcomes of this unit:

	AF3 Reading: Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts
could be assessed through checking the quality of notes taken.
AF1 Speaking and Listening: Talking to others – talk in purposeful and imaginative ways to explore ideas and feelings, adapting and varying structure and vocabulary according to purpose, listeners and content.

could be assessed through observation of the quality of talk and discussion in pairs and through whole class plenary.


	AF5 Reading Explain and comment on writers’ use of language including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level
including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level

could be assessed through gauging pupils’ ability to mark up and annotate a copy of the text, showing the effective language features and exploring the intended effect. Following on from the use the ‘silver bullets’ drama/active reading approach to involve the whole group in reading the two accounts of Beowulf’s maiming of Grendel. 

AF3 Talking within role-play and drama: Create a sustain different roles and scenarios, adapting techniques in a range of dramatic activities to explore texts, ideas and issues  
Could be assessed through observing pupils’ use of role play in understanding the viewpoints of the characters
	AF6 Reading:  Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints, and the overall effect of the text on the reader 
could be assessed through the written outcome: exploring the writer’s /filmmaker’s intentions.
Storyboards showing perspective and proximity could be used to demonstrate pupils’ grasp of ‘voice’. 

Pupils’ explanations of the choices they have made around their retelling of the event can be assessed for understanding of writer’s purposes and overall intended effect through referring back to the original text and making comparisions.
	AF6 Reading: Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints, and the overall effect of the text on the reader 
could be assessed through the learner’s ability to understand the writer’s use of perspective and tone to achieve an overall effect on the reader.
AF 5 Reading: explain and comment on the writer’s use of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level
Could be assessed through scrutinising pupils’ choices of words and phrases and asking them to explain why they made these choices and why the examples might be highly effective. 
	AF5 Reading: Explain and comment on writers’ use of language including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level
could be assessed through the written composition of a speech by Beowulf, telling of his victory over yet another enemy.
AF3 Writing: organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring information, ideas and events

AF7 Writing: select appropriate and effective vocabulary

could be assessed through a spoken ‘performance’ of the episode as well as the written outcome .

	Week 1 to Week 5: AF5 Reading Explain and comment on writers’ use of language including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level
Day-to-day Assessment of pupils’ engagement with the language of the text at word and sentence level through the use of a Reflective Reading Log to record examples and comments.




