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Gewealdlingas 
(Administrivia) 

 

Do you need an address? A telephone number? An email? To know what the current rate of gield is? 
You should be able to find the answer here. If not, please advise the Bocere. 

WITAN  

Witan are the Directors of the Limited Company. Term of 
office expires as shewn in square brackets, 

Ealdor (Chairman) Guy Points [2009] 
2 Aragon Walk, Byfleet, Surrey, KT14 7HH 
Tel: 01932 345462 Email:guy.points@btopenworld.com 

Gerefa (Secretary)Peter Williams [2011] 
48 The Ridgeway, Stanmore, Middx., HA7 4BD 
Tel: 020 8954 2578   Mobile: 07957 217913 

Hordere ¬ Ceapere (Treasurer/Sales) Ian Geary [2011] 
152 Swithland Lane, Rothley, Leics, LE7 7SF 
Tel: 01162 376675   Email: ian.geary@tesco.net 

Ferscipes Getælere (Membership Sec)  
¬ Scirgerefena-rædesmann (Scirgerefan support) 
Roy Bickerstaffe [2010] 
67 Seaburn Road, Toton, Beeston, Notts., NG9 6HN 
Tel: 01159 724615 

Bocere (Magazine Editor) Karl Wittwer [2011] 
62 Park Avenue, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 5HL 
Tel: 01622 755941 Email: aescingas@gmail.com 

Witan without portfolio  

Beryl Bickerstaffe [2009] 

67 Seaburn Road, Toton, Beeston, Notts., NG9 6HN 
Tel: 01159 724615 

Ian Haygreen [2009] 
3 Homeleigh Place, Drury Lane, Ridgewell, Essex, CO9 
4SJ 
Tel: 01440 785312   Email: fionian@btinternet.com 

Harry Ball [2010] 
Bottom Lane Farm, Bottom House, Nr Leek, Staffs ST13 
7QL 
Tel: 01538 266440 Email: HarryBwulfgar@aol.com 

SCIRGEREFAN (Local organisers / Representatives) 

Stæffordscir (Staffordshire) 
Dr. Andrew J Thompson, Squirrelõs Leap, 3 Denefield, 
Penkridge, ST19 5JF 
Rice Cantwara (Kent & London SE) 
Karl Wittwer Ðegn, Gerefa Cantwara, 62 Park Avenue, 
Maidstone, ME14 5HL 
Deorbi ¬ Snotingahamscir (Derby/Notts) 
Roy Bickerstaffe Ðegn, 67 Seaburn Road, Toton, Beeston, 
NG9 6HN 
East Engle (East Anglia) 
John Chatwin, 75 Old Yarmouth Road, Blofield, Norwich, 
NR13 4LG 
Wealdham / Uppingas (Epping area) 
Tony Garwood 020 8524 4142  

Middel Engle (Leics/Notts) 
Alison Skinner, 16 Wood Hill, Spinney Hill Park, Leicester, 
LE5 3JB 
Sumærsæton ¬ Brycgstow (Somerset & Bristol) 
Hugh Soar, ôYew Cornerõ 29 Batley Court, Oldland, South 
Glos. BS30 8YZ 
Deira (Yorkshire) 
Dennis Riley, 10 Aughton Road, Swallownest, Sheffield, 
S.Yorkshire, S26 4TG 
Suðrige/Middelseaxe (Surrey/Middlesex) 
Brian Murrell, 67 G/F Mayford Road, Balham, SW12 8SE 
East Seaxe (Essex) 
Linden Currie, 48 Leamington Road, Southend-on-Sea,  
SS1 2SW 
Bedanfordscir (Bedfordshire) 
Peter Horn Þegn, Angeln, 22 Jowitt Avenue, Kempston, 
MK42 8NW 
Suþseaxe (Sussex) 
James Simister, 42 Bates Road Brighton, BN1 6PG 
 
OFERSÆLIC: 
Mænige (Isle of Man)  
Adrian Pilgrim, Mænige Eorl 
Litiltoft, Baldrine Road, Baldrine, IM4 6EB 

Norþland (Canada) 

Daryl Hutchings, 654 West 18th Avenue, Vancouver 
BC,V5Z1V8, Canada 
Could you, perhaps, volunteer as a scirgerefa? If so, please 
contact Harry Ealdor for an informal chat. 

 
GIELD  

Gield is due on 1 October annually. Current rates are: 

UK: £17.00 

Overseas: £24.00 (please convert to local currency) 

Spouse of gesið ñ £1.00  

Children up to 16 years ñ free 

Cheques payable to Ða Engliscan Gesiðas/The English 
Companions please (though cash is preferable from overseas 
members). If your means permit, please consider paying by 
standing order. 

Gesiðas paying five yearsõ gield in advance (i.e. £85 UK, 
£120 overseas) are guaranteed no increase on 2009/10 
membership rates for that five year period.  

Gesiðas interested in availing themselves of this offer, are 
asked to contact the Ferscipes Getælere, Roy Bickerstaffe 
(address above)  
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EALDRES   WORD  
 

From Our Retiring Ealdor, Harry Ball 
 

f things turn out right you will be reading this just 
as the new year is about to begin. So now seems to 
be a good time to take stock, to see what we have 

done in the past year and to look forward to the year 
to come.  
This year we have produced four issues of our 
magazine Wiðowinde, under the steady hand of our 
editor Karl Wittwer. It has been particularly satisfying 
to see that we have been able to attract articles from a 
wider circle of contributors this year. These need to 
keep coming in, and on as wide a range of Anglo-
Saxon topics as possible. In this way Karl can 
continue to produce a balanced and informative 
magazine for our enlightenment and enjoyment. 
We are slowly getting into our revamp of our website. 
Some of the technical problems which had plagued 
the Gegaderung have now been sorted, and weõve made 
a start with the restructuring of the main website. 
There is little to be seen on your screens just yet, but 
a prototype front page will shortly be completed, and 
this will be linked to a number of pages that will be 
more informative about the Fellowship and of greater 
interest to visitors to the site and to potential new 
members. 
This past year has seen a number of events in which 
members of the Fellowship have actively participated. 
Yet again for two weekends some of us lived the 
Anglo-Saxon life at West Stow Anglo-Saxon village 
for the education and amusement of the public. 
Furthermore for two days we were also engaged in 
educating the public at the Brewhouse Yard Museum 
in Nottingham and we joined the village festivities at 
Repton. Others swung into action at a U3A event in 
Bristol and even more contributed to the celebrations 
for King Harold at Waltham Abbey. And Iõm very 
happy to report that this year proper arrangements 
were made, and conducted, for the wreath laying 
celebrations at Battle. In June a workshop was run at 
Elstow for members of the Fellowship to improve 
their knowledge of Anglo-Saxon Dress and in 
October we held our Leornungdæg also at Elstow when 
four speakers widened our knowledge with masterful 
demonstrations of their researches. 
I want to thank everybody who helped with and 
supported these events. I do think that they are a 
useful way of passing on to the general public our 
knowledge of, and our enthusiasm for, the culture of 
the Anglo-Saxons. 

In late September I rushed down to Birmingham to 
see the newly discovered Staffordshire Hoard. What a 
wonderful find of Anglo-Saxon gold and silver art 
objects this is. People have struggled to find suitable 
superlatives to describe the find and there has been 
much speculation and questions about such matters 
as its age, why it was hidden where it was, who hid it, 
to whom it belonged, how was it assembled and 
much more. Of course, itõs far too early to answer 
any of these questions just yet. When I saw them 
many of the pieces had not even been cleaned to 
remove the earth stuck to them, so there is still much 
to be done. However one thing is clear, there is so 
much gold and silver in this find that our perceptions 
of the period must change. To the very rare gold and 
garnet sword hilt from Sutton Hoo we now have to 
add ten or a dozen more of similar quality, with a 
further seventy or so which are not quite so ornate. 
Clearly gold hilted swords were not limited to the use 
of kings alone. And did somebody really once wear a 
helmet made of gold? This stunning discovery has 
brought the culture of the Anglo-Saxons into the 
news headlines in a big way and in a favourable way 
too. And itõs not only a fabulous treasure of gold and 
silver art objects, it is also an opportunity for us, as an 
Anglo-Saxon society, to build on the publicity and to 
use it in the pursuit of our own aim to celebrating the 
culture of the Anglo-Saxons. 
The coming year will no doubt see us again doing 
many of the things we have done this past year, but 
we must not be complacent. Some things must 
change, and for the better, and we must do new 
things too. Only by being active and innovative can 
we hope to retain our present members and attract 
new ones and also increase the interest and 
enjoyment of us all. 
Finally, on a personal note, this is the last time I will 
be writing this column as your Ealdor. After five 
years Iõve decided not to stand again for re-election 
this coming year. It is time, I think, for a new face 
and for new ideas. I wish to thank all of the gesiðas 
who have given me their help and support over the 
years, I feel very grateful to you all. So, by the time 
you read this there will be a new Ealdor of the 
Fellowship, however I am due continue on the Witan 
for at least another year, so Iõll continue to work for 
the society and will, of course, give the new Ealdor 
my full support, whoever he or she may be. 

 
 
 
 
 

I 
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FROM  THE  NEW  EALDOR  -  GUY  POINTS 
  

ollowing my election to the Witan at the recent 
Gearlic Folcgemot I was pleased to accept the 
endorsement of my fellow witan and take on the 
role of Ealdor. My thanks go to my predecessor 

Harry Ball for all his work and those of the other 
members of the Witan over the years.   
The coming year is critical for the Companions. We 
need to focus our efforts on how best we can 
stimulate interest of the Old English/Anglo-Saxon 
period to the wider public and thereby increase our 
membership. At the same time we also need to 
enhance the enjoyment and benefits that membership 
brings to existing gesiðas. We have to showcase what 
we have both to stimulate interest, discussion and 
further research, and to demonstrate to potential new 
gesiðas the obvious benefits of membership of the 
Companions. 
To help achieve these objectives action is now 
underway to make changes and to improve and 
update the website, Gegaderung, membership 
application form, flyers and leaflets and to produce a 
business card for distribution at events. To assist the 

Witan has agreed the creation of a number of new 
posts broken down to their essential elements so no 
one individual has too greater burden of 
responsibilities; where necessary assistants to the post 
holders will be sought ð further volunteers are 
invited. Decisions on implementing these actions will 
be taken by the Witan at the next meeting in January.  
The Companions should make better use of its best 
resource ð you ð and so I invite all of you to 
consider: 
 

× What do you like about the Companions? 

× What do you not like about the Companions? 

× What changes or improvements would you like to 
make to the Companions? 

 
I would welcome your answers to these questions 
and any other ideas and comments you wish to make. 
Both my e-mail and postal addresses appear on the 
inside cover of Withowinde. 

 

 

From the Hwilwende Bocere 
 
I can hear it now: òOh no, not him again! Canõt he 
just stick to writing books no-one buys and leave us 
to enjoy our magazine in peace?ó Apparently not. 
Fret not, gentle readers, for your peace will not long 
be disturbed. In truth, due to Karlõs indisposition ð 
temporary I hope ð I foolishly agreed to produce a 
copy of the famed magazine as a stopgap while Karl 
recovers, or if the workload is too great for our 
esteemed Bocere to maintain, then just while the Witan 
find somebody who knows what heõs doing. So relax, 
put the ôhappy pillsõ away and settle down to enjoy 
another fun-filled issue. 
What have we got lined up for you this time? Well, 
for a start there are a couple of papers derived from 
presentations given at the October 2009 Leornungdæg, 
which was a packed afternoon of linden trees, Old 
English herbs, Style II metalwork and impromptu 
Old English/Old Norse simultaneous translation. 
Those of you who missed it will be able to extract the 
facts from the written versions in these pages, but 
there is no substitute for being there and picking up 
the threads of the talk as it unfolds. 
We also have an excursus on Eardwulf, which is not 
something I ever expected to have to type, a review 
of the church architecture at Rolleston, and a new 
look at the OE poem The Partridge. A trip round the 
west country town of Crediton provided some 

mileage for one seeker after Anglo-Saxon holy men. 
Plus we have the usual round-up whatõs been 
happening in the world of the Gesiþas, book reviews 
and letters. 
From my side, things have been pretty busy with two 
books out in 2008 and another two due next year. 
Some peripheral involvement in a major television 
programme of 2009 (Michael Wood on Beowulf) may 
lead to more Anglo-Saxon-based entertainment 
although that is still in the planning stage, so thereõs 
plenty of time for them to write me out of the script 
long before filming, thus avoiding the mess I leave on 
the cutting room floor. Participation in a recent 
academic conference is also drawing me towards 
boring a whole new readership. 
So enjoy the magazine, and please do provide some 
feedback to our new Ealdor on the subject of what 
you like and dislike and what direction youõd like to 
see the Fellowship taking in the coming decade. Itõs 
your organization, itõs up to you to help steer it. 

 

 
 

 

F 
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Andlang þa Medubence 
Summary of Activities 

 

No Time for Lunch at Waltham Abbey 
 

Report by EastSeaxe Scirgerefa 
 

nce again the weather was good to us at 
Waltham. We arrived at 8am to set up the tent 
and display for the 10 am opening. After that it 

was non-stop. Matt's 
scribing was very 
popular as was Ken's 
display of arms. Both 
had queues almost all 
day. The appearance 
of an irate abbess in 
full regalia with 
crozier worked well 
when one totally out-
of-control child 
needed to be sent 
packing.   
Part of our display was 
edible and it turned 
out to be fortunate as 
there was no time for 
lunch. We ended up 
eating the display! We 
had so many enquiries 
that we ran out of 
leaflets and had to use 
some of the old ones 
we had taken along 
just in case.   
It was good to see a 
few gesiðas visiting the 
event. The assistance 
of Guy Points for 
much of the day and 
Peter Williams to assist 
with packing up was 
very welcome. We'll 
get them into costume 
next! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Middel  Engle  Group Report 
 

he group met regularly during 2008-9 holding a 
variety of talks and socials.  While our subject 
matter is usually Anglo-Saxon related we do 

venture into other related historical periods. 
In the Autumn we had presentations from Geoff 
Littlejohns on the Abbots Bromley Horn Dance 
which is held each year, Alison Skinner on the 
prehistoric landscape of Kilmartin Valley in 
Argyllshire Scotland, illustrated by photographs from 
a holiday visit and Tony Clarke on Anglo-Saxon 
paganism. In December we have a regular midwinter 
social at the home of Lindsy Slater which is always 
atmospherically decorated. 
In January Sue Davidson gave a presentation on 
Anglo-Saxon origins, reviewing what is currently 
known about the tribes who migrated to Britain. In 
February two members of the group were present at 
the Brewhouse Centre Anglo-Saxon event in 
Nottingham running a bookstall and demonstrating 
armour and weapons. Gillian Bradshaw gave a laptop 
presentation on runestones in Sweden with photos 
from a holiday visit. Members attended the 
Nottingham feast at Toton in March ably coordinated 
as always by Beryl Bickerstaffe. In April Alison 
Skinner gave a talk on Anglo-Saxon Lincolnshire 
based on the recent book by Tony Leahy. In May 
Tony Clarke did an innovative presentation on 
Anglo-Saxon gestures researched from manuscript 
illustrations and the Bayeux Tapestry. Our relatively 
new custom is to have a midsummer social with food 
in June which was much enjoyed. In August we 
organised a trip to Cresswell Crags to visit the caves 
where rock art has recently been discovered and see 
the new visitor centre. In excellent weather this was 
an enjoyable occasion and animal and bone carvings 
from the area are well displayed in the new museum. 
 
Alison Skinner 
Middel Engle Scirgerefa 
 
Gemot at the Iron-Age Roundhouse 
 

Report by EastSeaxe Scirgerefa 
 

n Tuesday evening 29th September the regular 
meeting of the East Seaxe gesiðas was held at 
the Iron-Age Roundhouse in Hadleigh (Essex) 

Country Park. Full advantage was taken of this 
meeting not being in a public house with feasting, 
harping and poetry being added to the usual drinking 
and discussions. Some of us turned up in costume to 
add to the atmosphere. It is an ideal location to try 
out new costume, displays and performances and we 

O 
T 

O 
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will definitely do it again if the park rangers can 
arrange for us to do so.   
 

 
 

The Iron Age Roundhouse at Hadleigh, Essex 
(What, no corners?)  

It may be possible to arrange a form of day-time 
picnic symbel at the Roundhouse in the better 
weather next year. If other gesiðas would be 
interested in such an event please contact me either 
individually or through your scirgerefa. If there is 
enough interest, I will see what can be done. 

 
Battle Abbey Commemoration 
 

 
 

he annual commemoration for the fallen Englisc 
warriors including a contemporary form of 
religious service took place at Battle Abbey, 

Sussex. The commemoration coincides with a large 
English Heritage costumed event at the site, which 
allowed a small hearthtroop in 11th century armour 
and costume to participate as guard of honour. 

 
 

Vacancies for Jobs in the Companions 
(These are of course voluntary positions) 

 
Assistant to Karl Wittwer in his role as Bocere 
(Magazine Editor). 
Our present Magazine Editor has requested 
assistance in the production of Wiþowinde. This is an 
excellent opportunity for someone to benefit from 
Karlõs experience and expertise with a view to 
possibly taking over the role of Bocere sometime in 
the future. The duties of the Bocere include the role 
of Editor of Wiþowinde, the commissioning and 
receiving of suitable material for inclusion in 
Wiþowinde and the overseeing of its publication to 
enable four editions to be published each year. The 
new assistant to Karl will be co-opted onto the Witan 
when a vacancy arises 
 
Gerefa (Secretary).  
This is a critical post in the English Companions and 
the post holder will have the opportunity to 
contribute to the future of the Companions. The 
duties of this post include: Responsibility for all 
organisational matters connected with the meetings 
of the Witan, Learning Days and any other events 
organised by the Witan. The Gerefa also takes the 
minutes at all meetings of the Witan, and arranges 
their timely distribution along with the agendas in 
liaison with the Ealdor. The Gerefa also acts as the 
contact with Companies House. Some of these duties 
may be delegated to others as necessary. The Gerefa 
needs to be member of the Witan so the chosen gesið 
will be co-opted onto the Witan when a vacancy 
arises.  
 

COPY DATES 
Please note copy dates for the year ahead as follows: 

Wiþowinde 153 ñ 1 February 2010 
Wiþowinde 154 ñ 1 May, 2010 

Wiþowinde 155 ñ 1 August, 2010 
Wiþowinde 156 ð 1 November 2010 

 
Please remember: materials can be sent in at any time 
(see Guidance to Contributors for preferred formats) 
ñ you do not have to wait for the copy date! 
However, it would be helpful if anything intended for 
a particular issue of the magazine could be sent as 
early as possible, and with strict attention to the 
above dates. 

 
 
  

T 
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WEBSITES 

www.tha-engliscan-gesithas.org.uk ñ main web 
pages and Gesiþa Gegaderung (òGesiħasõ Gatheringó). 

www.tinyurl.com/gesithas ñ email discussion group 
hosted by Yahoo!  

 

SKIPP(Saxon King in Priory Park) 
www.skipp-saxonking.org 

This is the group which is campaigning for the 
display of the Prittlewell barrow material to be 
housed in the adjacent Priory Park Museum. 
Southend Borough Council maintains that a purpose-
built seafront visitor centre would be the preferred 
option for displaying the material. This is allegedly 
due to the councilõs disastrous decision to remove 
trees and vegetation from the seafront park area, 
causing a landslip which now badly needs shoring up. 
Using the heritage funding for the Prittlewell 
treasures display centre to create a museum which 
would also prevent further land movement would 
have been a neat solution to the problem, but with (i) 
the promised government funding likely to be 
withdrawn in the present economic climate, and (ii) 
the excavation of the material suspended due to the 
cost of the 2012 Olympics, there is every likelihood 
that the project will remain in limbo for a long time 
yet. 

SKIPP is pushing for a dedicated museum in Priory 
park, which is a public amenity ð the park contains 
the remains of Prittlewell Priory and the northern 
boundary of the park is marked by the road whose 
widening caused the barrowõs discovery. A museum 
in the park would be in sight of the barrowõs location, 
and would allow visitors to understand the 
topography of the area, including the local church, St. 
Maryõs, which has early Saxon work within it. 
Housing the display in the park would preserve the 
link between the grave-goods and the historic site of 
the royal burial. 
SKIPP has drawn up plans for a visitor centre 
themed on an Anglo-Saxon hall, which would offer 
an interpretation of the burialõs contents in the pre-
deposition state while a sunken floor section would 
show the chamber itself before it filled with sand ð at 

the moment the last East Saxon builder closed the 
roof over the grave. This design is clearly modelled 
on the Sutton Hoo visitor centre with its chamber 
grave, and the reproduction treasures on display. 
 

 
 

Anglo-Saxon Worthies 
In response to Guy Pointõs earlier request for 
photographs of commemorations of Anglo-Saxon 
worthies, this image was kindly supplied by Fr. 
Kosmos, freond. 
 

 
A statue of Lady Wulfrune at Wolverhampton  

 

GESIÐA CEAP 

Fellowship brooch badge (gesiðas only) £2.50 

Please contact the Ceapere Ian Geary 

152 Swithland Lane, Rothley, Leics., LE7 7SF 

Tel: 01162 376675  Email: ian.geary@tesco.net 
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THE   STAFFORDSHIRE   HOARD 
 

by Steve Pollington 
 

he news broke at the end of September 2009 
that a large quantity of Anglo-Saxon treasure had 
been discovered in the West Midlands. The 

hoard evoked a variety of responses, the mainstream 
media focusing on the high value of the hoard ð put 
at seven figures by the Portable Antiquities Scheme ð 
and the personal circumstances of the finder.  
The hoard comprises in excess of 1,500 individual 
items. Most are gold, although some are silver. Many 
are decorated with precious stones. The quality of the 
craftsmanship displayed on many items is superb, 
suggesting possible royal ownership. 
Stylistically most items appear to date from the 
seventh century, although there was debate among 
experts about when the hoard first entered the 
ground. 

 
A selection of gold items from the hoard; the 

cheek - piece is top left , the Latin text bottom  
left, the processional cross top right .  

This was a period of great turmoil. England as a 
single state did not yet exist. A number of kingdoms 
with local loyalties vied with each other, with the 
balance of power constantly ebbing and flowing. The 
land was also split along religious lines. Christianity, 
introduced during the Roman occupation then driven 
to near extinction, was once again being promoted as 
the principal religion, having gained ground at the 
expense of local heathen forms of worship. This was 
due in part to the appeal of the church to the new 
breed of kings who saw the advantages of literacy in 
the imposition and gathering of taxes; literacy at this 
time was almost the sole preserve of the church in 
western Europe. Kings who tried to maintain the old 

ways were confronted with potential enemies who 
were much better organised. 
The exact spot where the hoard lay hidden was not 
revealed, although it was known to be in the Lichfield 
area; comically, it is very close to a major road and 
there were police cars all over the site at the time of 
the news breaking, so even the dullest thief would 
have had little problem putting two and together and 
coming up with more than three.  

 
A mysterious gold fitting in the form of a fish 

between two birds of prey -  perhaps from a 
shield?  

The site lay at the heart of the Anglo-Saxon Kingdom 
of Mercia, near the religious centre of Lichfield and 
not far from the political centre at Tamworth. 
The hoard is the by far the largest find of Anglo-
Saxon gold ever found. There is approximately 5 kg 
of gold and 2.5kg of silver (by contrast, Sutton Hoo 
had 1.66kg of gold). 
Both the quality and the quantity of this unique 
treasure are remarkable. The story of how it came to 
be left in the Staffordshire soil is likely to be more 
remarkable still. 
The hoard was first discovered in July 2009. The find 
is likely to spark decades of debate among 
archaeologists, historians and Anglo-Saxon 
enthusiasts. 
Leslie Webster, former Keeper, Department of 
Prehistory and Europe, British Museum, said: "This is 
going to alter our perceptions of Anglo-Saxon Englandé as 
radically, if not more so, as the Sutton Hoo discoveries. 
Absolutely the equivalent of finding a new Lindisfarne Gospels 
or Book of Kells."  
Hyperbole? Or is the find really that important? 

T 
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Contents of the Hoard  
The hoard is remarkable for the extraordinary 
quantity of pommel caps and hilt plates. There have 
been at least 84 pommel caps and 71 sword hilt 
collars so far identified. These highly decorated items 
would have adorned a sword or seax. Most are of 
gold and many are 
beautifully inlaid 
with cloisonné 
garnets. Such 
elaborate and 
expensive 
decoration would 
have marked out 
the weapon as the 

property of the 
highest echelons 
of nobility. 
The discovery of a single sword fitting is a notable 
event in Anglo-Saxon archaeology: to find so many is 
absolutely unprecedented. 
Parts from several highly decorated helmets are 
among the finds, although piecing these together is 
likely to take considerable time and effort. Among 
the most conspicuous is what appears to be a 
magnificently decorated cheek-piece decorated with a 
frieze of running, interlaced, animals. Interestingly, 
this piece has a relatively low gold content. This may 
be the result of being specially alloyed to make it 
more functional and able to withstand blows. A 
horse-head curved crest or side fitting is probably 
from a helmet. Perhaps more important are the 
fragments of decorative plates, similar to those which 
adorn the Sutton Hoo helmet: one shows a 
horseman, two others show a procession of warriors 
and a third shows a group of warriors kneeling; these 
have been identified as wolf-warriors but the way the 
figures are depicted is very stylized and it may be that 
the lupine aspects of the images are merely 
conventions. 

 
Visible in the to psoil just a few millimetres 
be low the surface  is one of the curious 'eye' 
motifs. The vulnerability of the item to 

damage and theft is obvious.  (20p coin for 
scale)  

A strip of gold bearing a Biblical inscription in Latin 
is one of the most significant and controversial finds. 
Michelle Brown, Professor of Medieval Manuscript 
Studies, suggested the style of lettering dates from the 
seventh or early eighth centuries. Professor Elisabeth 
Okasha, University of Cork, on the other hand 
concluded that it dates to the eighth or ninth 
centuries, while Leslie Webster suggested the mid-
seventh century.  
The warlike inscription, misspelt in places, is 
probably from the Book of Numbers Chapter 10 verse 
35 and reads: Surge domine et dissipentur inimici tui et 
fugiant qui oderunt te a facie tua ôRise up, o Lord, and 
may thy enemies be dispersed and those who hate 
thee be driven from thy faceõ.  
The only items that are non-martial are two, or 
possibly three, crosses, of which the largest may have 
been an altar or processional cross. Other than the 
loss of the settings used to decorate it (some of which 
are present but detached) it is intact. However it has 
been folded to make it fit into a small space prior to 
burial. The apparent lack of respect shown to this 
Christian symbol may point to burial by pagans, but 
early Christians were also quite capable of despoiling 
each othersõ shrines. 

Discovery  
r. Terry Herbert, a middle-aged 
unemployed man living on the outskirts of 
Birmingham made the discovery with his 

trusty metal-detector. Wisely, Mr. Herbert did not try 
to excavate the embedded material but recovered as 
much as he could from the topsoil where it was likely 
to be damaged or stolen. 

 
Two kneeling warriors from a helmet plate  

He reported the find to his local museum, who 
brought in the expertise of Dr. Kevin Leahy the 
regional PAS officer. Leahy is a known authority on 
Anglo-Saxon metalwork and was responsible for 
collecting the material, cataloguing it and finally 
publicising the find. 
Almost to the hour 70 years after the Sutton Hoo 
discovery, Leahy went on national television with the 
story, stating: òThe two most striking features of the 
hoard are that it is unbalanced and it is of 
exceptionally high quality. ôUnbalancedõ because of 
what we donõt find. There is absolutely nothing 

M 

A sm all belt - fitting with 
Style II animals  


