
urhc'g

hnonrc[cs
Adventures in Anglo-Soxon Englond
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Hello!

ft's good
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of you to come ond see us, but we con't
)p to tolk just now.

ry busy of this time of yearl
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BUTIF WE DON'T WORK HARD

NOW THERE WONT BE ENOUoH

FOOD FOR, U5 TO EAT DUR,IN6

THE COLD WINTER I'I\ONTHS'

THI5 MONTH TS CALLED

WEED-,IAONTH , 9ECAUSE

EVER,YTHING GPOWS FAST

- E5PECI.ALLY THE WEEDS!

THE HOTTE5T TIME OF THE

YEAR I5 WHEN WE HAVE TO

WORK HAR,DEST - HELPING

OUT ON THE FARM LAND.

AUGU5T

THE MONK5 AT THE CHURCH CALLIT HOLY

IAONTH BECAU5E THEY HAVE MANY SPECIAL

DAYS AND FESTIVALS TO CELEBR,ATE.

THEN COMES BARLBT ,UONTH

WHEN THE CROP5 ARE READY

TO BE CUT - SOME PEOPLE CALL

IT THE HARVEST filONTH.

5EPTEAABER

AFTER THAT COMES WINE ,UONTH

WHEN OUR 6RAPE5 ARE RIPE - THE

LAND WAS MUCH WAR,MER, IN OUR,

TIME THAN IT I5 IN YOUR,s.

IT I5 AL5O C^LLED WINTER FULL IAOON,

}ECAU5E THE MOON I5 50 9T6 AND CLEAR

- JUST R,IGHT FOR, HUNTIN6.
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OCTOBER

i,



AFTER THE HARVE5T IT sTARTs TO
6ET COLD AND WE CALL THE NEXT
MONTH THE WIND ,IAONTH - WHEN
ErsHERt'/lEN BRrNG rN THErR BoATs
BECAU5E IT I5 STORA,IY.

WE AL5O CALLIT THE BLOOD ,TiONTH BECAUSE THE
ANTMAL5 THAT WON'TLIVE THROUGHTHE WTNTER
HAVE TO BE KTLLED - TTTs KTNDER THAN LETTTNo

THE POOR CREATURE5 5TARVE FOR SEVERAL MONTH5.

NOVEMBER
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WE 5MOKE THE AJ\EAT OR TfiTX WITH
SALT TO PRE5ERVE IT THROUCHTHE
WTNTER, THAT WAY WE HOPE THAT
WE Vt4tLL HAVE ENOUGHTO EAT.

w

MONTH5 5TART WHEN THE MOON
r5 NEW AND ETNISH WHEN

IT DISAPPEAR,S FROM THE sKY.

THE MOON I5 VERY IMPORTANT
TO U5 BECAU5E TT TELL5 U5
WHAT AAONTH IT I5 . . .

THE MONTH BEFORE THE 5HORTEST DAY
r5 KNOWN A5 THE BEFoRE yULE-,TAoNTH

OR THE nrRsT CHANGTNC ,I[ONTH.

DECEMBER

WE AL5O EAT UP ALL THE FOOD
THAT CAN'T BE PRESERVED, TT IS
A GOOD WAY TO CELEBRATE YULE.



The months of the Soxon yeor were reolly IIIOONTHS - eoch one

storted when the moon wos new , ond last ed f or the time it took for
the moon to poss through oll its phoses. When the moon discppenred

from the sky, the month wos ove?.

A monk colled Bede wrote o book obout how people in Anglo-Soxon

Englond reckoned the time of yeorz he told us whot the nom es of the
months were. The nomeshe gives for the months of Harvest-time

ond Winter arez

W eod - monoth (W eed-month)

Hol ig-monoth (Holy month)

Winter-filleth (Winter full-moon)

Blot-lnonoth (Blood month)

Geol-rlonoth (Yule month)

*we hove to Soy "obout" becouSe each month Storted when the

moon wos new - not on the some day every Y?.rlr like our

months do!

Other people in Soxon times gove the months diff erent 6qms$: our

twins Cutho and Cyneburh will tell you more about them in the

picture strip.

Eoch month hod its own sPeciol tosks to perform on the farm, ond

the nam es people gave them helped to remember whot those jobs

were.

Wotch out for our next edition of Cuthas Chroniclesond our next

competition!

SOIu1ETHING TO DO:

the moon in it. Can You

storted?

Clue: look f or the New

obout August*

-"- September

-"- October

-"- Novgmbgr

-"- Decembgr

Find o colendor or diory with the phos es of
work out wh en the 50xon months would hove

Moon sign (.)

cutha's chroniclesis written by Korl wittwer ond drown by Ray Aspden

for Wipowinde,mogozine of Do Engliscon 6esi6os (The English Componions)

the Society for everyoiewho wonts to find out more obout the Anglo-Soxon period

Bfil Box 4336 London WCIX 3XX

This pull-out section moy be freely copied ond circuloted, but copyrighf remoins with the outhors


