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                       Memorable   Days 
                     January  6th  
           The coronation of King Cnut was on January 6th 1017. 
           The coronation of Harold Godwinson was on January 6th 1066. 
 
                   January  8th  Battle of  Æscesdun  871 AD    
           King Æpelred and his brother Ælfred (the Great) fought the 

combined Viking army at Ashdown. It was a huge battle with the  
English finally taking the victory. 

 
January  11th  St. Ælred    (1110AD – 1167AD) 

           At the time of the Norman Conquest strict codes of conduct in  
monasteries led to a cold and impersonal atmosphere. As the  
Abbot of Rievaulx he revived a spirit of friendship. This made  
Rievaulx the largest in England. 

    
January 12th   St. Baducing  (628AD – 690AD) 
He founded the monastery at Monkwearmouth and then, later, at  
Jarrow. He brought books, artefacts and a chanter over from  
Rome to enrich the monasteries. 

 
                  January 15th   St. Ceolwulf   (695AD – 765AD)   
           St. Ceolwulf was King of Northumbria and patron of Bede. 
        
              January 19th   St. Wulfstan   (1008 – 1095AD) 
             St. Wulfstan was a social reformer for the poor and opponent of 
           the slave trade. With Lanfranc he ended the slave trade in Bristol.
  

Alfred Jewel photographed by David Jones 

The Frankish gilt silver cup photographed by Phyllis Wicks 
 
      This is part of the Vale of York (Harrogate) Hoard. 
    It was buried in 927 AD and discovered by David and          
       Andrew Whelan on January 6th 2007 AD. 

Æfterra Geol    January 2020   Æfterra   Ġēol  
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                        Memorable   Days 
                        
           February 8th  St. Ælfflæda    (653AD - 714 AD) 
          St. Alfflæda was the daughter of the Northumbrian King Oswy. 

        She was Abbess of Whitby and she secured the reconciliation of  
                 Wilfrid with both the Northumbrian Church and Canterbury.    

 
                  February 10th   St. Trumwine    (died 704 AD) 
                   St. Trumwine was Bishop of the Picts until they drove him out. 
          Then he was a monk at Whitby. 
        
            February 11th   St. Cædmon   (died 680 AD) 
          Cædmon put many bible stories to English song. 
          He was best known for “Cædmon’s Hymn”. 
 
          February 12th   St. Æϸelwold   (died 680 AD) 
          Æϸelwold was a disciple of St. Cuϸbert, a monk and then bishop of  
                   Melrose. He contributed to the production of the Lindisfarne Gospels. 
          
                 February 15th  St. Oswy   (612 AD – 670 AD) 
          Oswy was King of Northumbria and established several monasteries 

including Whitby Abbey. He presided over the Synod of Whitby.       
 

          February 24th   Æðelberht   (560 AD – 616 AD)  
          Æðelberht was King of Kent and the first Anglo-Saxon king to become 
          a Christian. He allowed St. Augustine to set up the English Church. He  

was the first Anglo- Saxon king to write down laws. 
He died on February 24th 616 AD. 

Solmona#        February 2020     Solmōnaþ 
 

We would like to thank the Museum of Archaeology and 
Anthropology, University of Cambridge, for supplying this 
image of the Trumpington Cross and allowing us to use it in this 
calendar. 
 
It is a 7th century cross that was unearthed on February 19th 2011 
and given to the museum in February 2018. It was part of the 
bed burial of a teenage girl at Trumpington, Cambridge. 
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                     Memorable   Days                       
 

                    March 2nd  St. Chad     (died   672 AD) 
                        Chad was abbot of several monasteries.  
                                 He was the Bishop of Northumbria and then Mercia. 
                                 He refused special privileges and travelled by foot.    
                  
                    March 6th   St. Billfriþ   (8th century) 
                                 Billfriþ was a hermit who decorated the cover of the 
                        Lindisfarne Gospels with gold, silver and gems. 

                                                                                                                       
                     March 7th    St. Eosterwine   (650 – 686 AD) 
                                 He was the second abbot of Monkwearmouth – Jarrow. 
                                         
                    March 18th   King Edward the Martyr, assassinated in 978 AD. 
                                                                                                                        
                    March 20th   St. Cuþberht    (634 - 687 AD)   
                        Cuþberht was the Bishop of Lindesfarne. 
                                 He promoted social justice and ethics. 
                        

     March 20th   St. Herbert   (died 687 AD) 
                         Herbert was a priest but became a hermit at the                                                                                                                   
                         request of Cuþbert. He lived on Herbert’s Island in                                                                 
                        Derwentwater. 
 
               March 24th  
                   St. Hildelith was Abbess of Barking in the early 8th  

      century. She communicated with Bede, Aldhelm and  
      Boniface. 

Ann Jeffries and Ken Rochester with their display at the London  
           Anglo-Saxon Symposium in March 2019 
                      Photographed by David Hinch 
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                   Memorable   Days                        
 
April 11th   St. Guðlac     (673 - 714 AD) 

                                     From the military Guðlac became a monk at Repton 
and then a solitary in Crowland. 

                                     After his death his body was found to be incorrupt. 
                  Archbishop Ceornoþ was healed at his shrine in 851.  
  

April 19th   St. Ælfheah     (953 – 1012 AD) 
                                                                        Ælfheah rose through the ranks of the English 

Church right up to Archbishop of Canterbury but 
he always lived a humble monk’s life. He was taken 
prisoner by the Vikings in 1011AD who murdered 
him when he would not allow ransom to be paid. 

 
            April 23rd  Jarrow Church 

Jarrow Church was dedicated on April 23rd  685 AD. 
 
                                                                                                                   April 25th St. Martins Hoard 
             This hoard was found at Canterbury in 1844 AD 
             It was the only find of gold jewellery from about 
             600 AD in a churchyard. It included the Liuhard 
             Medalet – the earliest surviving Anglo-Saxon coin. 
 

April 30th  St. Eorconwald    (died   693AD) 
                                                                                                                                      Eorconwald founded Abbeys at Chertsey and 

 Barking. He finally became Bishop of London. 
 He is reputed to have converted King Sebba. 
 He helped to reconcile Theodore and Wilfrid. 

              He advised King Ine of Wessex on laws. 
 

   A late Hammer Cross Edward the Confessor silver penny. 
  This was sent in by David Mosley from the Airdale Collection. 
Edward the Confessor was crowned king on April 3rd 1043 AD. 
 

Eastermona#     April   2020      Ēastermōnað 
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                        Memorable   Days 

 

             May 6th   St. Eadbert     (died   698 AD) 
               Eadbert  was a monk at, and later Bishop, of Lindisfarne. 
           He was known for his biblical knowledge and charity. 
           Each year he gave one tenth of his wealth to the poor. 
 

              May 7th   St. John of Beverley     (died  721 AD) 
John was trained as a monk by Hilda at Whitby. Then as bishop 
at Hexham he was concerned for the poor and disabled. He      
became bishop of York and founded a monastery at Beverley.   

 

            May 20th   St. Ealhwine    (735 – 804 AD) 
           Ealhwine was a clergyman, poet, scholar and teacher in York. 
            He then joined Charlemagne’s court where he was a leader 

in the Carolingian Renaissance.  
 

           May 25th  Bede       (673-735 AD)  
                              Bede was a monk at Wearmouth and Jarrow monasteries. He 
                                                                                                                 collected documents and corresponded widely. He wrote books,  

particularly the “Ecclesiastical History of the English People” 
 

             May 26th  St. Augustine      (543 - 604 AD) 
Augustine brought Christianity to Canterbury in 597AD. 

           He was the first Archbishop of Canterbury.  
 
          May 27th  Theodore of Tarsus 

On May 27th 669 AD Theodore arrived in Kent as the new 
Archbishop of Canterbury. He reformed the English Church and 
set up an influential school in Canterbury.    

 
 

Queen Bertha’s 
statue in 
Canterbury. She 
is dressed as a 
Frankish 
princess. She 
was a Frankish 
princess who 
married King 
Æϸelberht of 
Kent before he 
became king. 
She was a 
Christian and 
she brought her 
priest with her 
and influenced  
the spread of 
Christianity in 
Kent and 
England. Her 
feast day is May 
1st.   
 
     
Photographed  
by David Hinch 
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                         Memorable   Days 
 
                June 4th   St. Eadfrið     (677 - 721 AD) 
                               He was a monk, abbot and then Bishop of Lindisfarne. 
            He transcribed and illuminated the Lindisfarne Gospels. 
      
                 June 5th   St. Boniface     (672 - 754 AD) 

 Boniface was born as Winfrið in Wessex.  
 He was a leading Anglo-Saxon missionary in Germany.  
 He became Archbishop of  Mainz. 
 He was named Boniface after his looks. 
  

             June 8th    
 On June 8th  793 AD the monastery at Lindisfarne was 

             plundered by the Vikings 
 

June 9th  St. Columba 
  St. Columba died on June 9th 597 AD. He founded the  

 monastery at Iona. He was an advisor to the Gaelic kings  
 and educated their sons. The monastery at Iona set up  
 monasteries elsewhere, including Lindisfarne.  

 
June 14th   

Basil Brown uncovered the burial chamber in mound 1    
at Sutton Hoo on June 14th 1939.    

 
 

            

The statue of 
Æþelflæd and 
her nephew 
Æϸelstan    at     
  Tamworth, 
photographed 
by Jenny 
Ashby. 
 
 
Æþelflæd was 
King Ælfred’s 
daughter who 
united Wessex 
and Mercia by  
   marrying 
Æþelred. After  
   Æþelred’s 
death she led as 
The Lady of the 
Mercians, built 
defences and 
battled back the 
Vikings. She 
died on June 
12th 918 AD. 
 
King Æϸelstan 
was brought up 
by his aunt, 
Æþelflæd. 
    

Ærra Li#a         June    2020      Ǣrra Līða 
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                                    Memorable   Days 
                        

            July 13th    
   St. Mildred of Thanet died on July 13th about 734 AD.  
   Her mother was St. Ermenburga whom she succeeded  
   as Abbess at Minster in Thanet. She was more popular    
   than St. Augustine.     
   

     July 14th    
     Archbishop Deusdebit died on July 14th 664 AD. In  
     655 AD he became the first native-born Anglo-Saxon 
A  Archbishop of Canterbury. 
 

                             July 16th 
              In the 6th century Helier and Marcoul converted the  

   people on the island of Jersey. They held the island 
 for some time against attacking pagan Saxons but 
 eventually the Saxons martyred Helier.   

          The capital of Jersey is named after St. Helier. 
 
                                    July 17th   
             On July 17th 924 AD King Edward the Elder died. 
             He was the son of Ælfred the Great and with his  

sister, Æpelflæd he set up a series of fortified towns  
(burhs) across England to defend against the Vikings. 

       
 July 29th   
 King Offa, King of Mercia and most of England,  
 died on July 29th 796 AD. 

 

The Thing at Eamont Bridge. This is probably where Æϸelstan 
and Guðfrið conducted their ceremony. It is thought to be a henge 
that predates both the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons. 
         
           Photographed by Jean Bradshaw 

Æfterra Li#a           July   2020      Æfterra Līða 
 

July 12th   
Earlier King Æðelstan had driven out King Guðfrið of  
York. Then on July 12th 927 AD at Eamont Bridge all 
the kings of Britain swore an oath of peace under the 
overlordship of  Æðelstan making a united country. 
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 Memorable   Days 
                        
                August 1st   St. Neot     ( 9th century ) 
                            St. Neot founded a monastery near Bodmin. 
                            He was remembered for caring for the poor. 
                   He advised King Ælfred. 
      
                 August 5th   St. Oswald  ( 604 – 642 AD ) 
                            He was a Northumbrian prince who was banished by his     
                            pagan uncle. Later he returned and took back Northumbria.    

 Oswald invited Bishop Aidan to convert Northumbria.  
 He finally died on August 5th 642 AD in battle while    
 praying for his soldiers.      
  

                   August 10th   The Battle of Maldon, 991 AD 
 
           August 16th   King Eadred 
             On August 6th 946 AD Eadred was crowned king at  

Kingston upon Thames. He was the son of Edward the 
Elder and succeeded his brother, Eadmund. He won back 
York from the Viking, Eric Bloodaxe. 

 
August 30th   St. Sæbbi    ( died 694 AD ) 

                      On becoming king he restored Christianity to the East 
                                         Saxons. He founded the first monastery at Westminster. 
                      Just before his death he gave up the throne to be a monk. 
   
                               August 31st   St. Aidan   ( died August 31st  651 AD ) 
             Aidan was the first bishop of Lindisfarne and founded the 

 cathedral there and the first school for English boys. In 
 635 AD Aidan led a mission to convert Northumbria. He 
gave alms to the poor and to slaves to buy their freedom. The Coronation Stone at Kingston upon Thames, 

 photographed by David Hinch 
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                      On becoming king he restored Christianity to the East 
                                         Saxons. He founded the first monastery at Westminster. 
                      Just before his death he gave up the throne to be a monk. 
   
                               August 31st   St. Aidan   ( died August 31st  651 AD ) 
             Aidan was the first bishop of Lindisfarne and founded the 

 cathedral there and the first school for English boys. In 
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       Memorable   Days 
 
September 4th     

King Æðelstan, already King of Mercia, was also crowned 
King of Wessex and hence King of England on September 
4th 925 AD.  
He was buried at Malmesbury. 

 

September 19th   St. Theodore    ( 602 - 690 AD ) 
Theodore came to England to be Archbishop of Canterbury. 
He helped after a plague and then unified the English 
Church, which had been divided by the Roman and Celtic 
traditions. He reorganised the church and set up a school for 
clergy in Canterbury. 

 
 

September 25th    Battle of Stamford Bridge 
         On September 25th 1066 AD King Harold caught the  
         invading Norwegian army by surprise at Stamford Bridge  
         and roundly defeated it. 

 
September 25th      St. Ceolfrith   ( 642 - 715 AD ) 
         Ceolfrith became abbot of Jarrow and mentored Bede. 
         The number of monks expanded greatly under him. 
         He compiled 3 single volumes of the bible including the 
         Codex Amiatinus. He died taking the Codex Amiatinus to  
         the Pope.           

          The children attack the Vikings at the Battle of Stamford Bridge Festival, September 2018. Photographed by Jenny Ashby. 
     On September 25th 1066 AD King Harold caught the invading Norwegian army by surprise at Stamford Bridge and roundly defeated it. 
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September 4th     

King Æðelstan, already King of Mercia, was also crowned 
King of Wessex and hence King of England on September 
4th 925 AD.  
He was buried at Malmesbury. 

 

September 19th   St. Theodore    ( 602 - 690 AD ) 
Theodore came to England to be Archbishop of Canterbury. 
He helped after a plague and then unified the English 
Church, which had been divided by the Roman and Celtic 
traditions. He reorganised the church and set up a school for 
clergy in Canterbury. 
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         On September 25th 1066 AD King Harold caught the  
         invading Norwegian army by surprise at Stamford Bridge  
         and roundly defeated it. 
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         Ceolfrith became abbot of Jarrow and mentored Bede. 
         The number of monks expanded greatly under him. 
         He compiled 3 single volumes of the bible including the 
         Codex Amiatinus. He died taking the Codex Amiatinus to  
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                                               Memorable   Days 
                        
              October 10th    St. Paulinus     ( died  644 AD ) 
                            Paulinus came to Britain in Augustine’s party. 
                             He accompanied Æðelburg, the sister of King Eadbald of 
                                     Kent, to Northumbria to marry King Edwin.  

  He preached and built churches throughout Northumbria   
  On Edwin’s death he and Æðelburg were forced out of     
  Northumbria and returned to Kent. 

      
                   October 12th   St. Wilfrid  ( 633 – 709 AD ) 
                                 Wilfrid was trained at Aidan’s Lindisfarne but then  
                                 travelled to Canterbury and Rome. He was pivotal in  
                                  supporting the Roman calculation for the date of Easter at  

                       the Synod of Whitby.    
 

                  October 14th  The Battle of Hastings 
                      William defeated Harold on October 14th 1066 AD  . 
 

October 18th  Battle of Assandun  
 Cnut defeated Edmund Ironside at this battle in 1016 AD. 
 
October 19th   St. Frideswide    ( 650 - 735 AD ) 

                      She was a princess and abbess. She founded a double  
                               monastery that paved the way for the University of Oxford. 
       
                    October 26th   King Ælfred     (849 – 899 AD )    
             As King of Wessex, Ælfred pushed back the Vikings. 
                                He put together systematic military defences. 
             He gathered scholars and developed education, culture, 
            Cristianity and an English identity. 

   Harry Ball, Jenny Ashby, Geoff Littlejohns and David Hinch. 
At the King Harold Day on October 13th 2018 at Waltham Abbey       
 
                  Photographed by Tricia Gurnett. 
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             Christianity and an English identity. 
                     

 
 

                        Memorable   Days 
 

  November 12th          
          King Cnut died on November 12th  1035 AD in Shaftesbury.

   

  November 17th    St. Hild     ( 614 - 680 AD ) 
                                   In 633 AD the pagan Mercians invaded Northumbria and  
                           killed Edwin. Hild went to convents in Kent and Gaul. 
                           Bishop Aidan called her back and in 657 AD she became  

                 the founding Abbess of the successful Whitby Abbey. 
                           The Synod of Whitby took place in her time.  
      
                November 20th   St. Edmund  ( died    869 AD ) 
                           Little is known of the life of King Edmund of East Anglia.  
                          He was said to be wise, just and looked after the poor. 
                           He could not stand up to the Great Heathen Army but he  

                refused to submit to them so they killed him.   
                  

   November 24th   St. Eanflæd    ( 626 - 685 AD ) 
                    She was the daughter of King Edwin of Northumbria.  

                  When Edwin was killed Eanflæd accompanied her mother,  
                Æþelburg, to Kent. She returned to Northumbria to marry 
                 King Oswiu. Eanflæd sponsored Wilfrid. After the death 
                of Oswiu she retired to Whitby monastery where she  

eventually became the Abbess. 
                              
              November 30th 
            King Edmund Ironside died on November 30th 1016 AD. 
 

   The font at 
Deerhurst  Church 
 
Photographed  by 
   Jenny Ashby 
 
 
 
 
 
In November 1016 
Edmund  Ironside 
 and Cnut signed  
    their treaty 
   at Deerhurst. 
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                          Memorable   Days 
     
              December 3rd     St. Birinius   (died 650 AD) 

St. Birinius was sent by the pope to convert Wessex which 
he did and became the first Bishop of Dorchester   

 
December 13th   St. Edburga  (died 759 AD) 

St. Edburga was the Abbess of the Minster in Thanet where 
she built a new church and corresponded with St. Boniface. 

                    
                  December 18th   St. Winebald    ( died 761 AD ) 
                     St Winebald, a West Saxon noble, went to Germany as a 

                 missionary and set up an important centre of learning for  
                  priests at Heidenheim.  

 
           December 25th  Christmas Day 
            Edmund crowned King of East Anglia in 855 AD. 
            Sweyn Forkbeard declared King of England in 1013 AD. 

       William the Conqueror crowned King of England  
in 1066 AD. 

 
           December 28th  Westminster Abbey 
            Westminster Abbey was dedicated to St. Peter on 
            December 28th 1065 AD.  
 

December 30th    St.Egwin   (died 717 AD) 
St. Egwin was Bishop of Worcester and founded the Abbey 
of Evesham. He was a protector of orphans and attacked 
corrupt morals.      

Se Holen and Þæt Ifig  
 

Se holen and þæt ifig   
Þonne hie begen full gegrowen 
Ealla treowa þe sind in þæm wealda,  
Se holen birþ þone corona.  
La, se upgang sunnan,  
And seo ærning þæ+ heorote+  
Se gleowcræft þære blire orgelan,  
Swetswege dreamne+ in þæm chore. 
 
      The first verse of The Holy and The Ivy 
    translated into Old English by David Hinch 
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