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Not Now Bernard — Ne nu, Beornheard

From the children’s story “Not Now Bernard” by David McKee, published by Andersen

Press, with kind permission

Modern English

0ld English

Hello Dad, said Bernard

Eala faeder, saegde Beornheard

Not now, Bernard, said his father

Ne nd Beornheard, seegde his faeder

Hello, Mum, said Bernard

Eala modor, saegde Beornheard

Not now, Bernard, said his mother

Ne ni Beornheard, seegde his modor

There’s a monster in the garden and it’s
going to eat me, said Bernard

Se agléeca is on p&m wyrtgearde and hé wile
meé etan, seegde Beornheard

Not now, Bernard, said his mother

Ne nd Beornheard, seegde his modor

Bernard went into the garden

Beornheard éode on wyrtgeard

Hello, monster, he said to the monster

Eald agléca, seegde hé to b&m agl&can

The monster ate Bernard up, every bit

Se agléca =t Beornheard, ealle bitan

Then the monster went indoors

Ponne €ode se agl&ca binnan

ROAR went the monster behind Bernard’s
mother

ROR, cwaeb se agléca athindan
Beornheardes méeder

Not now, Bernard, said Bernard’s mother

Ne nd Beornheard, seegde Beornheardes
maodor

The monster bit Bernard’s father

Se agléca bat Beornheardes faeder

Not now, Bernard, said Bernard’s father

Ne nu Beornheard, seegde Beornheardes
feeder

Your dinner’s ready, said Bernard’s mother

Pin mete is gearu, seegde Beornheardes
modor

She put the dinner in front of the television

Heo sette pone mete beforan pa&m
feorrsienboxe

The monster ate the dinner

Se agléeca =t pone mete

Then it watched television

Ponne wacode hé paet feorrsien

Then it read one of Bernard’s comics

P Ponne r&dde hé an Beornheardes
[icneseboca

And broke one of his toys

And braec hé an his plegpinga

Go to bed, I've taken up your milk, called
Bernard’s mother

Ga to bedde, ic upnam pine meolc, ceallode
Beornheardes modor

The monster went upstairs

Se agléeca astah up stéegre

But I’'m a monster, said the monster

Acic eom agl&eca, saegde se agleca

Not now, Bernard, said Bernard’s mother

Ne ni, Beornheard, seegde Beornheardes
modor
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