
 

  Ða Engliscan Gesi#a+ 
TThhee  EEnngglliisshh  CCoommppaanniioonnss  

                 The Horn of Ulf 

     Photographed by Phyllis Wicks 

Gerimboc  CCaalleennddaarr  

22002244  





 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

           

^fterra Geol     January 2024   Æfterra   !�ol  

St. Kentigern9s window at St. Kentigern9s Crosthwaite 
 

               Photographed by David Jones 

                           Memorable   Days 
 

January  12th  Feast Day of St. Ælred     

At the time of the Norman Conquest strict codes of conduct in monasteries led to a 

cold and impersonal atmosphere. As the Abbot of Rievaulx, Ælred revived a spirit 

of friendship. This made Rievaulx the largest monastery in England. He was born 

in 1110 AD and died on January 12th 1167 AD. 
 

January 12th Feast Day of St. Baducing (Benedict Biscop)  

Baducing was born in 628 AD. He went to Rome several times and took the name 

Benedict Biscop. While in Rome in 667 AD the Pope appointed Theodore as 

Archbishop of Canterbury and sent Baducing back to Britain with Theodore. Then 

Baducing went to Northumbria to establish a monastery at Monkwearmouth on 

lands granted by King Ecgfriþ around 673 AD. After building the monastery 

Benedict went back to Rome with Ceolfriþ to collect books and artwork. The Abbey 

was a great success and expanded into Jarrow. Bede was Baducing9s most famous 

pupil. Baducing died on January 12th 690 AD. 
 

January 13th Feast Day of St. Kentigern (Mungo) 

Kentigern was born in Culross in 518 AD and was brought up by St. Serf who was 

ministering to the Picts. Kentigern ministered in Clyde and built a church where 

the present medieval cathedral in Glasgow stands. When the anti-Christian Morken 

became King of Strathclyde he drove out Kentigern who went to Wales and 

founded a cathedral at Llanelwy. A new King of Strathclyde invited Kentigern back 

and he evangelised in Dumfriesshire before returning to Glasgow, and meeting St. 

Columba nearby. He died on January 13th 614 AD.  
 

January 19th   Feast Day of St. Wulfstan    

St. Wulfstan was born in 1008 AD and was consecrated as Bishop of Worcester on 

September 8th 1062 AD. He was a social reformer for the poor and opponent of the 

slave trade. He was the only English born bishop to retain his diocese after 1075 

AD. With Lanfranc he ended the slave trade in Bristol. Wulfstan died on January 

20th 1095 AD. 
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Solmona#        February 2024     SolmMnaþ 

          Memorable   Days 
 

Febuary 3rd      King Swein Forkbeard 

Swein rebelled against his father, Harald Bluetooth, in the 990s and 

joined Olaf Tryggvason raiding and looting in England. He attacked 

London in 994 AD but was repulsed. He returned in 1013 and 

conquered England but he died on February 3rd 1014 AD. 
 

February 6th   King Hlothere of Kent    

In 673 or 674 AD King Ecgbert of Kent died and was succeeded by 

his brother Hlothere, with Eadric, Ecgbert9s son, subking of West 
Kent. At first all went well but later Eadric resented his subordinate 

role and, in alliance with Sussex and Mercia, attacked Hlothere. On 

February 6th 685 AD Hlothere was killed while battling the Sussex 

army. 
 

February 8th  Feast day of St. Ælfflæd     

St. Ælfflæd was born in 654 AD, the daughter of the Northumbrian 

King Oswy. Her father promised her to the service of God in return 

for his unexpected victory over Penda at the battle of Winwæd in 655 

AD. She was taken into the care of Hild, her kinswoman. Hild founded 

Whitby Abbey and Ælfflæd9s mother, Eanflæd, joined them there in 

670 AD. When Hild died in 680 AD Eanflæd  and Ælfflæd  jointly 

succeeded her as Abbess. Ælfflæd continued as Abbess after Eanflæd 

died in 704 AD until her own death on February 8th 714 AD. She 

secured the reconciliation of Wilfrid with both the Northumbrian 

Church and Canterbury.    
 

February 10th   St. Trumwine     

St. Trumwine was Bishop of the Picts until they drove him out. Then 

he was a monk at Whitby. Trumwine died in about 704 AD 

 

          Whitby Abbey 
 

Photographed by Phyllis Wicks 
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Hreþmona#          March    2024          HreþmMnað 

Monument to King Ælfred the Great at Athelney where Ælfred raised a fortress 

in March 878 AD. He was regrouping in Athelney after defeats by the Danes. 
 

                 Photographed by Jenny Ashby 

                         Memorable   Days       
 

March 6th Queen Emma 

Emma was the daughter of Richard I, Duke of 

Normandy. In 1002 AD King Æþelred (Unræd) married 

Emma to secure Norman support against the Vikings but 

that did not happen. In 1013 AD King Swein Forkbeard 

conquered England and Emma went into exile. She 

returned after his death in 1014 AD and married Cnut in 

1017 AD. When Cnut died in 1035 AD Emma had mixed 

fortunes as her stepson and then sons became king. She 

died on March 6th 1052 AD. 
 

March 8th Feast Day of St. Felix 

Felix met King Sigeberht of East Anglia while the king 

was in exile in Frankia. When the king succeeded to the 

throne in 630 AD Felix accompanied him to East Anglia 

and was made the first bishop of East Anglia. He helped 

the king set up a school for boys. In 646 AD he baptised 

King Cenwalch of Wessex when the king was in exile. 

Felix died on March 8th 647 AD. 
 

March 9th Feast Day of Bishop Bosa 

Bede listed Bosa as one the five bishops of <singular 

merit and sanctity= trained by Hild. He was Bishop of 

York and educated Acca. He died in 705 AD. 
 

March 18th   King Eadweard the Martyr 

Eadweard the Martyr was born in 962 AD. His parents 

were King Edgar the Peaceful and Æþelflæd. When 

Edgar died in 975 AD Eadweard was only 15 and his half 

brother, Æþelred, was younger. This led to a leadership 

dispute, with Eadweard winning. Eadweard was then 

murdered at Corfe castle on March 18th  978 AD.  
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          She died in the early 8th century.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
         

 
                            

         
         

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastermona#     April   2024      �astermMnað 

Æþelred Unræd Silver Penny. Obverse-crude 

cloaked image of king. Reverse-hand of 

providence descending through clouds 

between Alpha and Omega. 
 

Sent in by David Mosely from the Airedale         

Collection 

Memorable   Days   
 

April 5th  Feast Day of St. Æþelburh 

Æþelburh was the daughter of King Æþelberht and Queen Bertha of Kent. She married 

King Edwin of Northumbria as his second wife and took her bishop Paulinus with her to 

convert the Northumbrians. After Edwin was killed in battle, she founded one of the first 

nunneries in England at Lyminge where she died around 647 AD. 
 

April 15th  Earl Godwin  

Earl Godwin started life as a minor thegn but worked his way up to become one of the 

most powerful men in England by supporting different factions in turbulent times. He was 

the first Earl of Wessex, appointed by king Cnut in 1020 AD. He was the father of Harold 

Godwinson. Earl Godwin died on April 15th 1053 AD. 
 

April 23rd  King Æþelred (Unræd)  

Æþelred was born in 966 AD, the son of King Edgar and Aelfþryþ. He became king in 

March 978 AD, on the death of his brother Edward the Martyr, and was crowned king on 

April 14th 979 AD. At first England flourished but he was not able to deal effectively with 

the Danish attacks. Then in 1013 AD King Sweyn of Denmark invaded England and 

quickly overthrew Æþelred. Then Sweyn died in the following year. Æþelred made a 

return promising to do better but he was usually outfought by Cnut, Sweyn9s son. Æþelred 

died on April 23rd 1016 AD. 
 

April 23rd  King Æpelred of Wessex 

Æþelred was the fourth son of King Æþelwulf of Wessex. In 865 AD he succeeded his 

older brothers Æþelbald and Æpelberht to become King of Wessex and Kent. 

Unfortunately, this is the time that the Danes invaded and the other Anglo-Saxon 

kingdoms quickly fell. Æþelred with his younger brother, Ælfred, had some successes 

against the Danes but usually lost the battles. Then Æþelred died on April 23rd 871 AD 

and Ælfred became king. 

Obverse 

Reverse 
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     St Dunstan9s window at Canterbury 
 

    Photographed by David Jones 

Ðrimilcemona#     May   2024     ÐrimilcemMnað 
                           Memorable   Days 
 

May 6th   Feast day of St. Eadbert 

Eadbert was a monk at Lindisfarne, and in 688 AD became bishop of there. He was known 

for his biblical knowledge and charity. Each year he gave one tenth of his wealth to the poor. 

St. Eadbert died on May 6th 698 AD. 
 

May 7th   Feast day of St. John of Beverley         

John was born at Harpham in Yorkshire. Then he was educated at Canterbury in Kent before 

returning to Yorkshire where he was trained as a monk by Hild at Whitby. In 688 AD he was 

appointed bishop at Hexham where he was concerned for the poor and disabled. He became 

bishop of York and, in 700 AD, founded a monastery at Beverley. Then John died on May 

7th 721 AD. 
 

May 19th   Feast day of St. Dunstan 

Dunstan was born about 909 AD in Baltonsborough in Wessex. He studied very well under 

the Monks of Glastonbury. He became well known for his devotion to learning and mastery 

of crafts and was appointed to the court of King Æþelstan. He became a favourite of the king 

but was envied by others at the court. They accused him of witchcraft and magic, so he was 

dismissed from court. Then he became a hermit and then a monk at Glastonbury. He worked 

in the scriptorium as well as a silversmith, musician and illuminator. He also became an 

advisor to Æþelstan9s niece. When she died, she left him money as did his parents. This gave 

him influence and when Edmund succeeded Æþelstan as king he was again invited to court. 

Again, enemies plotted against him at court so he left. Dunstan then became Abbot of 

Glastonbury Abbey, Bishop of Worcester, Bishop of London and then Archbishop of 

Canterbury. He then became influential at court again. He restored monastic life to England 

and organised the coronation of Edgar. Dunstan died on May 19th  988 AD. 
 

May 26th  King Edmund of England 

Edmund was the son of Edward the Elder and was born in Wessex in 921 AD. He became 

king on the death of his half brother, Æðelstan, on October 27th 939 AD. Edmund was 

assassinated at Pucklechurch in Gloucester on May 26th 946 AD. 
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^rra Li#a           June    2024      ãrra L+ða 

             Memorable   Days 
 

June 2nd   Feast day of St. Oda  

Oda9s father was a Norse warrior who settled in 

England. Oda grew up as a Christian English 

thegn. In about 926 AD he became bishop of 

Ramsbury and an advisor to King Æðelstan. In 

941 AD he became Archbishop of Canterbury. 

He was involved in Dunstan9s church reforms. 

In 956 AD he crowned King Eadwig but later 

quarrelled with the king and sided with the 

king9s brother, Edgar, against the king. Oda died 

on June 2nd 958 AD. 
 

June 12th Æþelflæd   

Æþelflæd was King Ælfred9s daughter who 

united Wessex and Mercia by marrying Æþelred 

of Mercia. After Æþelred9s death in 911 AD she 

led Mercia as The Lady of the Mercians, built 

defences and battled back the Vikings until she 

died on June 12th 918 AD. 
 

June  23rd  Feast Day of St. Æþelðrið 

(Audrey) 

Æþelðrið survived two forced royal marriages. 

Then she founded the double monastery at Ely. 

Although from a privileged background she 

lived a simple life. Æþelðrið died on June 23rd 

679 AD at Ely. Seventeen years after her death 

her body was said to be incorrupt. 

Aller Church   Photographed by Jenny Ashby 

In 878 AD King Ælfred came back and attacked Guthrum9s Viking army. In June 

Ælfred defeated Guthrum at the Battle of Edington (Eðandun). Under the terms of 

surrender Guthrum agreed to leave Wessex and not return. Each would respect the 

other9s kingdom in Britain and Guthrum would be baptised in Aller, taking the name, 

Æðelstan, king of East Anglia.  
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^fterra Li#a              July   2024      Æfterra L+ða 

   Sutton Hoo Shoulder Clasp       Photographed by Phyllis Wicks 
 

    Found at Sutton Hoo on July 22nd 1939 

   Memorable   Days 
 

July 6th   St. Seaxburh 

Seaxburh was the eldest daughter of King Anna of East Anglia 

and his second wife Sawara. All four daughters became saints. 

She married King Eorcenberht of Kent. Their two sons, 

Ecgberht and Hlothere, became kings of Kent and their two 

daughters, Eormonhild  and Ercongota, became saints. They 

commanded that idols be destroyed in Kent and Seaxburh 

founded the minster on Sheppey. Ecgberht was still a boy 

when his father died on July 14th 644 AD so Seaxburh ruled 

as regent until he could take over. In 679 AD Seaxburh 

succeeded her sister Æðelþrið as Abbess of Ely. Seaxburh 

died on July 6th, probably 699 AD. 
 

July 7th   Feast Day of St. Hædde 

Hædde was consecrated as Bishop of the West Saxons in 676 
AD. He persuaded the injured West Saxon king, Cædwalla, to 
abdicate and go on a pilgrimage to Rome. He helped the new 

king, Ine, to draw up his law code. Hædde moved the seat of 
his bishopric from Dorchester-on-Thames to Winchester. 

Under him there was a proliferation of ministers in Wessex, 

particularly in the former pagan territories conquered by 

Cædwalla. After his death the bishopric was split into two. 

Hædde died in Winchchester possibly on July 7th, about 705 

AD. 
 

July 29th   King Offa of Mercia 

After a period of civil war in Mercia King Offa took the 

kingdom in 757 AD. He then extended the kingdom and had 

become king of most of England when he died on July 29th 

796 AD. He built his famous dyke on the border with Wales. 
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Weodmona#        August    2024      W�odmMnað 

St. Lawrence9s Church in Bradford-on-Avon 

        Photographed by David Jones 

  

                Memorable   Days 
 

August 10th   Feast Day of St. Lawrence 

St. Lawrence was born in Spain on December 31st 225 AD. 

In 257AD Pope Sixtus II appointed him as Archdeacon of 

Rome. On August 10th 258 AD he was martyred by Emperor 

Valerium, four days after Pope Sixtus. 

St. Lawrence9s Church in Bradford-on-Avon is one of the 

few Anglo-Saxon churches that does not show later 

medieval alteration or rebuilding. 
 

August 12th   Jænberht 

Jænberht was a monk at St. Augustine9s Abbey in 
Canterbury where he rose to become bishop. He was 

consecrated as the Archbishop of Canterbury at the court of 

Offa on February 2nd 765 AD. However, he later opposed 

Offa9s control of the Church and of Kent. Jænberht died on 

August 12th 792 AD. 
 

August 16th   King Eadred 

Eadred was born in 923 AD. On August 16th 946 AD he 

was crowned king of England at Kingston upon Thames. 

He was the son of Edward the Elder and succeeded his 

brother, Eadmund. Northumbria had been rebellious but 

when they accepted the Viking, Eric Bloodaxe, as king 

Eadred finally conquered Northumbria. However, Eadred 

had become sick and he died on November 23rd 955 AD. 
 

August 30th   Feast Day of St. Sæbbi     

Sæbbi, sub king of Essex, restored Christianity to Essex. 

He founded the first monastery at Westminster. Just before 

his death he gave up the throne to be a monk. Sæbbi died 

in 695 AD and was buried in St. Pauls, London.      
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Haligmona#        September   2024      H�li!mMnað 

September 3rd   Feast day of St. Gregory 

Gregory was born in Rome about 540 AD into a family with influence in the 

state and church. He became a government official and rose to be Prefect of 

Rome when he was 33. He then turned his family home into a monastery and 

became a monk before being appointed as a deacon. He became Pope 

Gregory I (the Great) on September 3rd 590 AD. In 596 AD he sent St. 

Augustine to Britain to convert the Anglo-Saxons. Gregory died on March 

12th 604 AD. 
 

September 16th   Feast day of St. Ead!yð  

Ead!yð, the daughter of King Edgar of England was born in Kent about 962 

AD. She was brought up in a monastery with her mother, Wulfriþ, in Wilton. 

She refused to become a queen or abbess. She lived a simple life with her 

mother in Wilton. She helped the poor, tended wild animals and meditated 

on Christ9s passion. She died on September 16th 984 AD.    
 

September 19th   Feast day of St. Theodore      

Theodore was born in Tarsus in 602 AD. He came to England to be 

Archbishop of Canterbury in 668 AD. He helped after a plague and then 

unified the English Church, which had been divided by the Roman and Celtic 

traditions. He reorganised the church and set up a school for clergy in 

Canterbury. He died on September 19th 690 AD. 
 

September 25th   Feast day of St. Ceolfrith    

Ceolfrith was born in 642 AD. He became the first abbot of Jarrow and 

mentored Bede. Later he became abbot of Jarrow and Wearmouth together. 

The number of monks expanded greatly under him. He compiled 3 single 

volumes of the bible including the Codex Amiatinus. He died on September 

29th 715 AD while taking the Codex Amiatinus to the Pope Gregory II. 

 

      

Mosaic of Saints Augustine and Gregory,  

<Non Angli sed Angeli=, (not Angles but Angels) 

 at the Chapel of St Gregory and St Augustine,  

Westminster Cathedral, London. 

 Public Domain 
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Winterfylle#          October  2024        Winterfylleð 

Memorable   Days 
  

October 10th   Feast Day of St. Paulinus     

Paulinus was born in Rome in the late 6th century. He 

came to Britain as part of St. Augustine9s party. He 

accompanied Æþelburh, the sister of King Eadbald of 

Kent, to Northumbria to marry King Edwin. He 

preached and built churches throughout Northumbria. 

St. Paulinus was the first bishop of York. On Edwin9s 

death he and Æþelburh were forced out of 

Northumbria and returned to Kent and he became 

Bishop of Rochester. St. Paulinus died in Rochester on 

October 10th 644 AD. 
 

October 18th 1016 AD   Battle of Assandun 

Earlier King Æþelred (Unræd) and King Sweyn had 
battled for the kingship of England. When they both 

died their sons, Cnut and Edmund Ironside continued 

the struggle. This culminated with a victory for Cnut 

at Assandun. However, Cnut was still worried about 

Edmund so they agreed to divide the kingdom between 

them. This did not last long as Edmund died shortly 

afterwards. 
 

October 19th   Feast Day of St. Friðeswiþe 

(Frideswide) 

Friðeswiþe was born in 650 AD and died on October 

19th 727 AD. She was a Mercian Princess and abbess. 

She founded a double monastery that paved the way 

for the University of Oxford. She is the patron saint 

of Oxford. 
 

Wreath laying at Battle Abbey on October 14th 2022. 
 

From left to right Theresa Gillard, Angela Smith, Nigel Rumble, David Hinch, Peter Smith 

 and Maggie Rumble. 

 

October 14th 1066 AD  Battle of Hastings 

After the victorious Battle of Stamford Bridge King Harold had to release most 

of his army to work on the land. Then he had to march south to battle the 

invading Normans. However, William of Normandy defeated Harold 

Godwinson on October 14th 1066 AD at the battle of Hastings which ended the 

Anglo-Saxon era and started the Norman era. 
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Blotmona#     November   2024      BlMtmMnað 

Memorable   Days     
 

November 10th    Feast Day of Justus 

Justus was sent to Britain in 601 AD by Pope Gregory to support Augustine9s mission. He 
became the first Bishop of Rochester in 604 AD. When the kings Æþelberht of Kent and 

Sæberht of Essex died in 616 AD their sons headed a pagan resurgence and Justus left for 

Frankia. However, Archbishop Laurence of Canterbury converted King Eadbald of Kent and 

called back Justus. Justus succeeded Laurence as the 4th Archbishop of Canterbury in 624 

AD and consecrated St. Paulinus. Justus died on November 10th about 630 AD.  
 

November 12th  King Cnut        

Cnut was the son of Sweyn Forkbeard, who conquered England in 1013 AD. Sweyn died the 

following year and Cnut was chased out of England. He returned with a force in 1015 AD and 

Æþelred (Unræd) was no match for him but Æþelred9s son, Edmund Ironside, was more 

impressive and they divided the kingdom between them in 1016 AD. Soon after Edmund died 

leaving Cnut as sole king. King Cnut died on November 12th 1035 AD in Shaftesbury. 
 

November 19th    Feast Day of Domne Eafe (Æbbe)      

Æbbe was the granddaughter of King Eadbald of Kent. She married King Centwine of Wessex 

but returned to Kent when he died. The legend says that when her cousin, Ecgberht, was King 

of Kent he had several of her relatives murdered, including her brothers, Æþelberht and 

Æþelred. As wergild King Ecgberht offered Æbbe as much land as her pet hind could run 

around in a single lap which gained Æbbe a large amount of land in Thanet. She founded the 

Minster in Thanet on this land.  
 

November 20th   Feast Day of St. Edmund  

Little is known of the life of King Edmund of East Anglia. It is said that he was born in 841 

AD and succeeded as king in 855 AD. He was said to be wise, just and looked after the poor. 

He could not stand up to the Great Heathen Army but he refused to submit to them so they 

killed him on November 20th 869 AD. It is said that they tied him to a tree and killed him by 

firing arrows at him and then cut off his head. He was the original patron saint of England 

before being replaced by St. George. 

 

 St Edmund Painting at Greensted Church 
 

The photograph was taken by Jenny Ashby 
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 ^rra Geol       December   2024      ãrra   !�ol 

 

God Eow Læte Gesælig Burhmenn 
 

God eow læte gesælige burhmenn 
Ne lætaþ naht eow =wearcaþ 
Gemunaþ Crist ure Hælend 
Woc on Cristesmæssan dæge 
Us eall fram Satane+ gewealde to nerianne 
Ðonne we dwolodon 
La godspell frofre and dreame+, 
Frofre and dreame+ 
La godspell frofre and dreame+. 
 
        The first verse of God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 

            translated into Old English by David Hinch 
 

December 3rd   Feast Day of St. Birinus 

St. Birinus was sent by the Pope Honorius I to convert 

Northumbria. On his way he found that the West Saxons 

needed converting so he set his mind to that. Birinus did that 

and became the first Bishop of Dorchester where he died on 

December 3rd 649 or 650 AD   
 

December 13th  Feast Day of St. Edburga 

Edburga was the daughter of King Centwine of Wessex. She 

was a student of Mildred and corresponded with Boniface and 

Lullus. About 733 AD she succeeded Mildred as the Abbess 

of the Minster in Thanet where she built the new church of St. 

Peter and St. Paul. St. Edburga died on December 13th 759 

AD. 
 

December 25th Christmas Day 

Christmas Day became a popular for coronations. In 

England we have 

In 855 AD Edmund was crowned king of East Anglia. 

In 1013 AD Swein Forkbeard was declared king of England. 

In 1066 AD William was crowned king of England. 
 

December 31st   Battle of Englefield 

By 870 AD the Vikings had captured most of England except 

for Wessex. Two of the Viking Earls and their men strayed 

out of Reading which they had recently taken. There they met 

Ealdorman Æþelwulf and his troop who convincingly 

defeated them on December 31st 870 AD.  
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